Gospel of Luke Weekly Talk Ideas | Sean McGever
Luke Chapter 2
	Scripture suggestion, basic overview, and background:

Luke 2 is a great chapter for an “intro” talk at the beginning of the semester in a YL or WL club. It begins with the birth of Jesus and ends with 12 year-old Jesus. This chapter is our only snapshot of Jesus’ childhood after his infancy. Jesus’ actions do not yet demand the conclusion that He is God (though the comments from others in the chapter do: 2:11, 26, 30-32); but, Jesus’ humanity is on display (see below). 

I would focus on Lk. 2:41-52, “The Boy Jesus in the Temple” (ESV). I think it gives an interesting snapshot of Jesus at an age that is more similar to the adolescents we work with in YL. I think this passage is very powerful in our work with WL students since it shows their capacity for deep engagement with the Lord (even if it is difficult for others to notice it).  

	Possible main point(s):
· Don’t wait. Don’t wait to ask the big questions about life (and about God). If you could meet your soul-mate, would you want to wait until the last day of your life? If you only found out in the last year of your life that you were really amazing at a sport, skill, or subject, would you wish that you had known earlier? If you knew your purpose in life, would you want to wait until the end of your life? No. Jesus was focused, even as a 12 year-old. God wants to change your life now. 

	What this shows us about Jesus:
· This passage does not tell us much about the divinity of Jesus, but it shows us a lot about the humanity of Jesus: 
· Jesus was a 12-year-old boy
· Jesus grew up in a religious family
· Jesus may not have had an earthly father later in his life (see note below)
· Jesus had a real interest and capacity to talk to religious teachers
· Jesus had answers that “amazed” the religious teachers

	What this has to do with our life:
· You are not too young to have your life be totally devoted to God. 

	Relevant technical details:
· Feast of the Passover (v.41) = One of the three times per year (Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles) male Jewish men were required to visit the Temple (in Jerusalem), see Exodus 23:14-17. The actual date of Passover varies in the modern calendar but is generally in April. Some men, because of distance came to Jerusalem less often. 
· Twelve years-old (v.42) = The Jewish tradition of the Bar Mitzvah began well-after Jesus’ era; however, in Jesus’ era, 13 years-old was the age at which Jewish boys became “responsible before God” and instruction toward this goal was intensive, even for twelve year-olds. 
· Supposing him to be in the group (v.44) = Large caravans of relatives were common. While it may be shocking to us that Jesus wasn’t with his parents (i.e. the movie ‘Home Alone’!), culturally it was not all that strange. 
· Temple (v.46) = The primary religious site for all Jews. It is difficult to understate the importance of the Temple for Judaism. The Temple is roughly an 80 mile trip from Nazareth (3-4 days). 
· Sitting among the teachers (v.46) = 
· My Father’s house (v.49) = This phrase could also be translated “about my Father’s business.” This is an unusual and unexpected comment since he is talking to Mary and Joseph (v.48). This is a small hint toward the divinity of Jesus (i.e. “my Father’s”). 
· Note: Verse 41 is the last reference to Joseph in Luke. We do not know what happened to him. It is possible that Jesus grew up without an earthly father for quite a while. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with God and man (v.52) =  Jesus was/is divine (God!) but Jesus was also as human as every other human that has ever lived (except without sin). 

	Possible illustrations:
· Phone, keys, wallet: Have you ever lost something? Perhaps show a cell phone, keys, or wallet? Well, Jesus’ parents lost him!
· A countdown timer on your phone: Start it at the beginning of your talk to create curiosity. Use it later to make the point about making the most of life “now” rather than waiting (i.e. finding “life to the full” through a relationship with Jesus Christ, Jn. 10:10). 


For more details see ylhelp.com 


Luke 2 (ESV) 
The Birth of Jesus Christ 
2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
	14 	“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
Jesus Presented at the Temple 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
	29 	“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 
	30 	for my eyes have seen your salvation 
	31 	that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
	32 	a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
The Return to Nazareth 
39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
The Boy Jesus in the Temple 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

