Song Leading in Club
Sean McGever

Why do we do music in Club?
· Music can draw a large and unfamiliar group together and focus them up to the front. 

· It helps the students look to the leaders for leadership

· Our song selection may surprise them that we are familiar with their world

· Typically even secular songs have powerful messages, we can leverage those messages to look at real life situations
A quick note… When explaining club, avoid saying “we sing songs”. This is not an exciting phrase to most anyone; only 1 out of 10 kids might think “singing” is fun. Instead say “there is music”, this is a phrase that is less threatening. 

Planning Music in Club
…The People
· The song leader DOES NOT need to be a singer, coordinated, funny… the leader DOES need to be a leader who will take charge, have fun and LEAD!

· The guitarist needs to be able to play all of the songs. Typically a “really good guitarist” is not a great Young Life guitarist because “really good guitarists” want to show you how good they are, not play in a way that leads people… this is a HUGE difference!

· Both need to not suck (so practice a lot if you are worried!), both also do not need to be all that great at singing or guitar. 

· If you don’t have the right people, don’t do music. Play more games. 

…The Songs

· I think songs might be classified into three types

· Secular 

· “Young Life” type songs (ex: “Dum Dum Ditty”, “Lean on Me”)

· Christian songs (singing too many Christian songs will make un-churched kids feel more like outsiders)  
· I try to have at least one of each type of song in club

· Using secular songs

· Know what the message and the hidden message is in these songs

· Pick songs that are easy to sing, or that “everyone” knows

· If in doubt about the appropriateness of the song, don’t use it
…The Order of the Songs

· I typically think of three types of songs:

· Fast (ex: “Brown Eyed Girl”)

· Transition (ex: “Time of your Life” by Greenday or “Lean on Me”)

· Slow (ex: “Jesus Loves Me”, “It’s Amazing”)

· I usually do:

· 2-4 “Fast songs”, with the first one being one everyone already knows
· 1-2 “Transition songs”

· 1 “Slow song”
· Always do the transition and slow song back-to-back (no games or interruptions in-between) to help control the mood
How to Lead Music in Club

“PEST” (adapted from Tanita Maddux)

Participation – You aren’t performing, you are leading others!  Their singing is the important part.  Get them clapping, doing stuff, yelling, singing, moving around, etc.

· Skill: Learning to clap

· Skill: Use a microphone to start the song and introduce the new verse or chorus, otherwise use it very little 

Enthusiasm – 
Be ten times more enthusiastic and spastic than you think you should.  Use your hands and move around.  Jump up and down, be stupid, embarrass yourself, be an idiot…give them permission to get crazy.  Swallow up your self-consciousness.
· Skill: Encourage them (“great job guys!”), change a word to a kids name

· Skill: Don’t look at the words as the leader, know the words and look at the kids while up front. One exception is you can point to the screen if kids are lost during the song.
Starts and Ends - Boldly start the beginning and verse changes in the songs.  Practice “starts” with the guitar.  Start on key then step away from the mike.  Also have clear endings.  
· Skill: Start the song on key… get help if you don’t know what that means. If you start off-key, stop the song immediately and start over.
· Have someone else take care of the overheads, don’t try to do it all yourself
Teach It - Start with any instructions they need and then remind them during the song.  Don’t be afraid to stop the song and start again. Rehearse the yelling parts or parts that anyone can do to make it fun.
· Skill: Stop a song near the beginning to emphasize a part that everyone can get into. For example, “sha la la la la… in Brown Eyed Girl. 
