Gospel of Mark Weekly Talk Ideas | Sean McGever
Mark Chapter 10
	Scripture suggestion, basic overview, and background:
Mark 10 has several stories that fit the classic mold of a club talk. The account of the Rich Young Ruler (10:17-31) is my favorite passage for a “sin” talk. I already covered this story in my Talk Tuesday on Luke 18:18-27: The Rich Young Ruler Who Wanted More. See ylhelp.com/talktuesday/talk-tuesday-gospel-of-luke for the video and talk sheet. 

This Talk Tuesday will focus on another classic club talk passage: “Blind Bart” (10:46-52). 
Setting
1. Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem passing through Jericho (10:46a, see 11:1)
2. Two groups of people are introduced (10:46b): 1) A large crowd & disciples, 2) Bartimaeus, a blind beggar 
Interaction (notice the verbs in italics)
	Jesus
	Bartimaeus

	“came” to where Bartimaeus was sitting (10:46)
	“hears” that it is Jesus passing by (10:47)
“cries out” for mercy (10:47)
“rebuked” by the crowd to be silent (10:48)
“cries out… all the more for mercy (10:48)

	“calls out” for Bartimaeus (10:49)
	“throws off his cloak” (10:50)
“sprang up” (10:50)
“came to Jesus” (10:50)

	“asks: What do you want me to do for you” (10:51)
	said “let me recover my sight” (10:51)

	“go on your way; your faith has made you well” (10:52)
	immediately “recovers his sight” (10:52)
immediately followed Jesus on the way (10:52)


An important connection exists between the previous passage and “Blind Bart”:
	James and John (10:32-45)
	Bartimaeus (10:46-52)

	They were on the road (10:32)
	He was on the road (10:46)

	They “came to” Jesus (10:35)
	Jesus came to Bartimaeus (10:46)

	Jesus asks: “What do you want me to do for you?” (10:36)
	Jesus asks: “What do you want me to do for you?” (10:51)

	They respond: “Grant us… glory” (10:37) 
	Bartimaeus asks for: mercy (10:47, 48) and sight (10:51)

	Jesus responds: No (10:40)
	Jesus responds: Yes (10:52)



We know that Bartimaeus was a man full of faith due to his bold insistence in Jesus as the Son of David (see below). Additionally, he “immediately” followed Jesus as soon as he could see Jesus clearly (10:52). This is reminiscent of Simon and Andrew immediately dropping their nets (Mk. 1:18), James and John immediately leaving their boats (Mk. 1:20), and Matthew/Levi leaving his tax booth (Mk. 2:14). 


	Possible main point(s):
· What would be your answer if Jesus asked you: “What do you want me to do for you?” (v.51) 
· No person is too insignificant for Jesus (v.46), especially those who others might overlook or are hardened towards. 

	What this shows us about Jesus:
· Jesus is more than human, he did a miracle, Jesus is God. 
· Jesus has amazing compassion for all people, especially those who are overlooked and rejected.  

	What this has to do with our life:
· Bartimaeus overcame the opposition of the crowed, he was persistent in his request to Jesus. Are we?

	Relevant technical details:
· Bartimaeus (v.46) = In Hebrew Bar-Timaeus (son of Timeaus).  
· Jesus, Son of David (v.47, 48) = This is an alternate title for “Messiah” which is the person Jewish people believed God would use to rescue them. Bartimaeus repeated this title twice as an emphasis of his belief in Jesus. 
· Cloak (v.50) = Likely the only personal possession Bartimaeus owned. 
· Recover my sight (v.51) = Jewish people believed the coming savior would heal blindness (Isa. 42:16). 
· Made you well (v.52) = This word can be translated as “save,” , e.g. “your faith has saved and healed you” (Message)

	Possible illustrations:
· Lights/flashlight: Turn off the lights and talk about what it is like to live life in the dark: practically and then spiritually. 
· Haters: Pick 3-5 people from the crowd to be the people from v.48, those who rebuked and told him to be quiet. Act this part out: yelling at a blind person to be quiet. Talk about how this might feel and how much faith it requires. 
· Sit/stand: Tell the 1st half of your personal/intro story while sitting; stand up when you tell the part when something changed. Sit back down to tell the Bible passage and stand when you read the part about Bartimaeus standing. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sing “Amazing Grace”: (the old-school hymn version, the YL-style quasi-old version, or one of the modern versions) in club and refer back to it in your talk. It has the line “I was blind but now I see.”


For more details, see ylhelp.com 

Mark 10 (ESV) 
Teaching About Divorce 
10 And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them. 
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
10 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
Let the Children Come to Me 
13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 
The Rich Young Man 
17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time 
32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 
The Request of James and John 
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 
46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 

