Gospel of Luke Weekly Talk Ideas | Sean McGever
Luke Chapter 8
	Scripture suggestion, basic overview, and background:
Luke 8 has two very familiar stories that are used in club talks often. These stories are also in Matthew:
· For Luke 8:22-25 (Jesus calms the storm), see my Mt. 8:23-27 Talk Tuesday video HERE, sheet HERE. 
· For Luke 8:40-56 (Jesus heals the bleeding woman and Jairus’ daughter), see my Mt. 9 video HERE, sheet HERE.
Since I’ve covered those already, I will cover a third story I’ve used in club (and speaking at summer camp): Jesus healing a man with a demon (Lk. 8:26-39). This might not be your go-to story for this chapter (the other two stories listed above would be go-tos for most clubs). This passage, however, puts a spotlight on the very real demonic influence that is present in our communities – this passage shows that Jesus is divine in every way, including his complete authority over every demonic influence. This passage also illustrates that some demonic influences are those that lead to death (of pigs, but of people too – a reality sadly found in many communities with young people). So, I hope you might consider this club talk sometime (I’ve used it as a speaker at summer camp – I sensed the Lord wanted me to use it). Here is an outline:
1. Jesus intentionally goes to a Gentile area (8:26)
2. Jesus’ interactions with the man and the demons/Legion (8:27-33)
a. Jesus meets a man who had demons, was naked [violent too: v.29], and lived in a graveyard (8:27)
b. The man with demons falls down before Jesus and calls him Son of the Most High God (8:28)
c. Jesus commanded the demon to come out of the man (8:29)
d. Jesus’ conversation with demons/Legion (8:30-31)
e. Demons/Legion enter pigs and drive them to their death (8:32-33)
3. People see the man who no longer has demons (8:34-37)
4. Jesus tells the man to return home and tell people what God had done for him… and he does it (8:38-39)

	Possible main point(s):
· No one is outside the power of God’s love. 
· Jesus’ power includes power over evil. 
· God wants people to live whole, healthy, connected lives. 
· Some people don’t like it when other people’s lives are changed by Jesus (8:37).

	What this shows us about Jesus:
· Jesus, since he is God (8:28, 29, 39), has complete authority over every demonic influence. 
· Jesus wants to bring life into people, especially those who are hurting and hopeless (8:39). 
· Jesus goes out of his way and seeks out those who are hurting and hopeless (8:26). 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Even demons know that Jesus is God (8:28, see also James 2:19). 

	What this has to do with our life:
· Note to leaders: While only Jesus knows for certain, some people we encounter might be influenced by demons. We must pray and depend on Jesus and not our own power, gifts, charisma, effort, etc. 
· No matter what you’ve done or what you are doing, you are never outside of Jesus’ plans or beyond His power. 
· You have never been in a place that is too dark or scary for Jesus to enter. 
· Calvin commented: “though we are not [all] tortured by the devil, yet he holds us as his slaves, till the Son of God delivers us from his tyranny. Naked, torn, and disfigured, we wander about, till he restores us to soundness of mind.”

	Relevant technical details:
· Note: I prefer “man with demons” over “demon-possessed man”… this is called “people first language” – humans are defined by our humanity first, not by other things by which others try to define us. 
· “country of the Gerasenes” (v.26) = A Gentile area (though some Jews would have lived there too) – but essentially this was foreign soil, a place where Jesus would not normally be expected to visit (note the pigs in v.32, Jews would not have kept pigs since they were unclean).
· “Legion” (v.30) = Luke tells us simply and clearly “many demons had entered him.” It is not helpful to associate a specific number with “legion,” (e.g. a Roman Legion was ~6,000 soldiers) it is best to simply understand it as “many.”
· “abyss” (v.31) = Bottomless pit. Reference to a place of confinement for spirits, even Satan (see Rev. 20:1ff)
· “rushed down the steep bank into the lake” (v.33) = the area was known for steep cliffs. One veteran speaker (Scott Lisea) added a humorous twist to this event to ease the tension, he called it a “pig-alanche.” [For animal lovers, note that Jesus did not kill the pigs, the demons sent them to their peril.]
· “the devil does not only torment men in the present life, but pursues them even to death” (Calvin)
· “healed” (v.36) = This word (Gk. = “sozo”) can mean healing and salvation; some think those words are synonymous. 
· “proclaiming throughout the whole city…” (v.39) = The man who formerly had demons becomes the first person to be commissioned by Jesus for missionary work based upon what had happened to him directly (says scholar Joel Green). 

	Possible illustrations:
· Any story of transformation (e.g. people almost don’t recognize the person anymore).  
· Turn off the lights / Flashlight: Even in the darkest and loneliness places, Jesus has power to enter. 


For more details, see ylhelp.com 

Luke 8 (ESV) 
Women Accompanying Jesus 
8 Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means. 
The Parable of the Sower 
4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
The Purpose of the Parables 
9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 
A Lamp Under a Jar 
16 “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18 Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.” 
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 
19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 
Jesus Calms a Storm 
22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set out, 23 and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water and were in danger. 24 And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and they obey him?” 

Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon 
26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. 
34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 
Jesus Heals a Woman and Jairus’s Daughter 
40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. 41 And there came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus’ feet, he implored him to come to his house, 42 for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. 
As Jesus went, the people pressed around him. 43 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. 44 She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her discharge of blood ceased. 45 And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I perceive that power has gone out from me.” 47 And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 
49 While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler’s house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more.” 50 But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well.” 51 And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him, except Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52 And all were weeping and mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping.” 53 And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But taking her by the hand he called, saying, “Child, arise.” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that something should be given her to eat. 56 And her parents were amazed, but he charged them to tell no one what had happened. 

