Gospel of John Weekly Talk Ideas | Sean McGever
John Chapter 13
	Scripture suggestion, basic overview, and background:
This scripture has three main parts:
1. Jesus washing the disciples’ feet (vv.1-17)
2. Jesus predicting his betrayal by Judas (vv.18-30)
3. Jesus predicting his betrayal/denial by Peter (vv.31.-38)
There is too much detail to cover every point in these stories, but also it could be difficult for a club talk to use any one of these stories on their own, though each on their own might be a great Campaigners study, I suggest that you structure your talk as: “Let me introduce you to three people: Jesus, Judas, Peter” with an emphasis on Jesus’ human nature as a servant and his divine nature as washing us from sin. 
Possible outline: 1) Meet Jesus, 2) Meet Judas, 3) Meet Peter, 4) v.8 “unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

	Possible main point(s):
· Both our outside and inside are unclean/sinful, with Judas and Peter as prime examples
· Jesus humbled himself to clean Judas and Peter knowing full well they would betray and deny him
· Jesus wants to clean us from our sin 

	What this shows us about Jesus:
· Jesus is a servant, though he is God in the highest, he also takes the lowest place  
· Jesus’ love remains even when he knows we deny him and betray him
· Jesus gave an example and command to serve (vv.14-15), and love others (vv.34-35)

	What this has to do with our life:
· We must submit to Jesus’ intimate touch in our life if we want him to cleanse us
· We may have betrayed and denied Jesus, this does not exclude us from a relationship with Jesus

	Relevant technical details:
· “Passover feast” (v.1) =  This section beings what is called the upper room discourse, with this section being the “last supper”. The Passover feast was an annual event remembering how God “passed over” the Israelites’ houses, not killing their firstborn, as the final push to bring them from slavery to freedom, (see Exodus 12).
·  “outer clothing” (v.4) = Jesus still would have had his inner clothing on, but then takes a towel and uses the end to dry the feet of those he washed.
· washing feet (v.5) = It is very significant that foot washing was a task only done by slaves, it was a task looked down upon by both Jews and Gentiles. There is no example of a superior washing the feet of an inferior in any ancient literature. Feet would get dirty from long walks on dirt paths in sandals and thus foot washing not only served a practical need, it also served a symbolic function, as it does in this passage where Jesus’ teaching has a clear double meaning of washing away dirt/exterior uncleanness and sin/interior uncleanness. 
· Teacher and Lord (v.13) = Teacher was a “rabbi”, a respected Jewish title. Lord was a term used for God. Though it sometimes means “sir”, in this context it is a clear proclamation that Jesus receives the title his disciples give him, i.e. “you call me Lord... that is what I am”.  
· “love” (vv.34-35) = This is the specific “agape” love which is a selfless love defined by Jesus’ love

	Possible illustrations:
· Foot washing - For the first 1/3 of the talk you could tell the story while washing a person’s feet (perhaps a leader). It may be risky since the audience might not know what to do with themselves, hence they might giggle or make light of how odd and awkward it is. On the other hand this could be an absolutely huge illustration no one will ignore or just check their phone while you do it. It is a great opportunity to show the intimacy and care Jesus has for us, that he is very human and very divine.
· Dirty hands or face - This may be a more accessible illustration but you could get your hands or face dirty with dirt, mud, or something similar and then wipe it off during the talk. 


For more details see ylhelp.com 

 
John 13 (NIV84) 
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 
13	It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 
2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 
18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’ 
19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. 20 I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 
21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.” 
22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 
25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 
26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 
“What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told him, 28 but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. 
Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 

