Theology of Contact Work

Christ being seen by non-Christians through YOU going to them

John 1:14

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood (The Message)

What did Jesus (the Word) do?


1. 


2. 

What did it look like?


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 

Matthew 9:35-38

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 

38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

What did Jesus do?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7.

8. 

1 Thessalonians 2:8

8 Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.


How did Paul feel about them?



1.



2. 



3. 


What did he do for them?



1. 



2. 

Luke 15:1-2

1 Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him. 

2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 


What kind of people did Jesus go to?


Did it seem out of place for Jesus to be with them?

Luke 5:27-31

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 

28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 

30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?” 

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.

What kind of interview did Jesus give to see if this man was good enough to follow Christ?


What was Levi’s response?


What types of things did Jesus do with these non-Christians?


Who needs Jesus?

1 Thessalonians 1:5-6

5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 

6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit


How can we bring the gospel “not simply with words”?


How did the people know how they “lived” among them?

Philippians 2:5-7

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

What was Christ’s attitude?

Key ingredients of Incarnational Evangelism…
